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Michael Heller, Deciphering the Mind of God.

[In a copy of his [Leibniz] Dialogus, in the margin we find a short sentence written in his
own hand. It reads: “When God calculates and thinks things through, the world is made.”
()

Perhaps now we better understand Leibniz's idea of God's creating the universe by
thinking mathematical structures through. We should only free the above sketched image of
creating physical theories from all human constraints and limitations, and take into account

a theological truth that for God to intend is to obtain the result, and to obtain the result is

to instantiate it. Einstein was not far from Leibniz's idea when he was saying that the only

(46) “[Q] uis audeat dicere Deum irrationabiliter omnia condidisse? Quod si recte dici vel credi
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A Modern Interpretation of “Summa Contra Gentiles”(8)

Andrea Bonazzi

Tomoko Kitagawa

50 : That God has a Particular Knowledge of all things

51 : Some Discussion of the question how there is in the Divine Understanding a Multitude of
Objects

52 : Reasons to show how the Multitude of Intelligible Ideal Forms has no Existence except in
the Divine Understanding

53 : How there is in God a Multitude of Objects of Understanding

54 : That the Divine Essence, being One, is the proper Likeness and Type of all things
Intelligible

55 : That God understands all things at once and together

56 : That there is not Habitual Knowledge in God

57 : That God's Knowledge is not a Reasoned Knowledge

Since God needs nothing for his completion and since knowledge of other objects would
entail change and presuppose imperfection, God primarily and essentially knows only himself.
The divine essence is the proper, immediate object of God's understanding; hence God knows all
things through one, simple, timeless act of understanding.

A number of difficulties attend the simultaneous affirmation of the simplicity of divine
knowledge and of God's comprehensive understanding of a multitude of objects. Thomas denies
that the multitude can have distinct being or exist primarily in a separate intellect such as a
Demiurge.

To understand God's way of knowing a viable starting point can be found in the nature
of human understanding: “By understanding the human intellect, informed by the form of the
thing, forms in itself a certain intention or notion of the thing understood, which the definition
signifies”. Even though the form of stone is precisely what makes the extra-mental stone stone
rather than wood or mud, the mental form of that cognized extra-mental thing is prevented from
petrifying our intellect by the radically different mode of its instantiation — conceptual rather
than corporeal. A form of the thing is taken on intellectively, and that ensouled form (as distinct
from its enmattered counterpart) is a likeness of the thing. The divine essence is the intelligible
likeness of all things; through knowing it, God knows all existing things.

Thomas continues the analogy to human understanding arguing that God knows all things
together. Even the human intellect can understand many things through one ‘impression” (species).
Our intellect is naturally suited to have intellective cognition of all sense objects, it is capable
of cognizing not only one kind of object (as sight or hearing), but universally. In the act of
knowing, the human mind provides a suggestion of the timeless unity of divine knowledge.

“Knowing himself, the divine wisdom knows all things, material things immaterially, divisible
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things indivisibly, and many unitedly” (Dionysius).

The analogy from human understanding is nothing more than a necessary but imperfect
starting point. Again the method of remotion must play its part. God's knowledge, unlike human
knowledge, is not habitual (as in those who know how to ride a bicycle), or discursive (as in
reasoning), and He does not understand by composition or division of different ideas. Thomas
underscores the unlike likeness of the human and the divine. Knowledge in us is characterized
by the imperfection of our intellectual powers, and yet the link between the two provides the
indispensable point of departure for an ascent to the divine intellect.
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