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Altissimu, onnipotente bon Signore,

Tue so’ le laude, la gloria e 'honore et onne benedictione.

Ad Te solo, Altissimo, se konfano,

et nullu homo éne dignu te mentovare.

Laudato sie, mi’ Signore cum tucte le Tue creature,
spetialmente messor lo frate Sole,

lo qual é iorno, et allumini noi per lui.

Et ellu é bellu e radiante cum grande splendore:

de Te, Altissimo, porta significatione.

Laudato si’, mi Signore, per sora Luna e le stelle:

in celu I'ai formate clarite et pretiose et belle.

Laudato si’, mi’ Signore, per frate Vento

et per aere et nubilo et sereno et onne tempo,

per lo quale, a le Tue creature dai sustentamento.

Laudato si’, mi Signore, per sor’Acqua.

la quale é multo utile et humile et pretiosa et casta.

Laudato si’, mi Signore, per frate Focu,
per lo quale ennallumini la nocte:

ed ello ¢ bello et 1ocundo et robustoso et forte.

Laudato si’, mi Signore, per sora nostra matre Terra,

la quale ne sustenta et governa,




et produce diversi fructi con coloriti fior et herba.

Laudato si’, mi Signore, per quelli che perdonano per lo Tuo amore

et sostengono infrmitate et tribulatione.

Beati quelli ke ‘1 sosterranno in pace,

ka da Te, Altissimo, sirano incoronati.

Laudato s’ mi Signore, per sora nostra Morte corporale,
da la quale nullu homo vivente po skappare:

guail a quelli ke morrano ne le peccata mortali;

beati quelli ke trovara ne le Tue sanctissime voluntati,

ka la morte secunda no ‘I farra male.

Laudate et benedicete mi Signore et rengratiate

e serviateli cum grande humilitate.

Isidori Hispalensis (EE—U + D4 & FJIVR), ¢.560-636
Sententiae Liber primus

Caput IV. Quod ex creaturae pulchritudine agnoscatur Creator.

4.2b. Ex pulchritudine circumscriptae creaturae, pulchritudinem suam, quae circumscribi
nequit, facit Deus intellegi, ut ipsis uestigiis reuertatur homo ad Deum quibus auersus est,
ut, quia per amorem pulchritudinis creaturae a Creatoris forma se abstulit, rursum per

creaturae decorem ad Creatoris pulchritudinem reuertatur. (PL 83. 540)
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(cf. H.U. von Balthasar, The Glory of the Lord, vol. IV, 342)
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302 Creatio propriam habet bonitatem propriamque perfectionem, sed e Creatoris manibus
prorsus absoluta non exiit. Creata est «in statu viae» versus perfectionem ultimam adhuc
obtinendam, ad quam Deus illam destinavit. Divinam appellamus providentiam dispositiones per
quas Deus Suam creationem in hanc ducit perfectionem. (Cathechismus Catholicae Ecclesiae).
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FHMICE TS ABEE  Anthropic Principle
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“Everything about the universe tends toward humans, toward making life possible and sus-
taining it”
Hugh Ross
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1. Gravity is roughly 10” times weaker than electromagnetism. If gravity had been 10% times
weaker than electromagnetism, “stars would be a billion times less massive and would burn a
million times faster.”
THREHLGE D10 ETH V6O TH 5, b LENHEREGEL D10 EIH b OTHL, RIE10
EEEC B, 1007 5HCIRA 5725 9,
2. The nuclear weak force is 10” times the strength of gravity. Had the weak force been slightly
weaker, all the hydrogen in the universe would have been turned to helium (making water im-
possible, for example) .
o [550 1] 3EIDOID1028f5TH %, & Ligh iz nky bbIhicggh -7 sid, F
HOKFETNTAN) T LILED L, (ZRIE 0 PIZRTKDOBALII AR 5,)
3. A stronger nuclear strong force (by as little as 2 percent) would have prevented the forma-
tion of protons--yielding a universe without atoms. Decreasing it by 5 percent would have
given us a universe without stars.

oz roryr7s—21 1, &0 (2%EELTTE) MLbOTHNE, BT OMBAEL
FTuwicllbhzd, TNICEXDFEFOROVFEHIIHE-TLES, ThE 5 %L E2L, BO
MOWFHICE > TV Th A,
4. If the difference in mass between a proton and a neutron were not exactly as it is--roughly
twice the mass of an electron--then all neutrons would have become protons or vice versa. Say
good-bye to chemistry as we know it--and to life.
Bre=a—toryOHEOEPIEHICSORE > VBETFOHEOBLZ ETHINE, =a—
PaVYRBIRTHBTICB>TOWAETHS I, HEVRTOMICE -1 THAI, TIRDHELD
DK > TVD &I BALFICEN A LSBT NIRE OB K5,
5. The very nature of water--so vital to life--is something of a mystery (a point noticed by one



of the forerunners of anthropic reasoning in the nineteenth century, Harvard biologist Law-
rence Henderson). Unique amongst the molecules, water is lighter in its solid than liquid form:
Ice floats. If it did not, the oceans would freeze from the bottom up and earth would now be
covered with solid ice. This property in turn is traceable to the unique properties of the hydro-
gen atom.
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5155, CORER, SEEBKERETOMKSRIEICRT 5 2 LA TE 5,

6. The synthesis of carbon--the vital core of all organic molecules--on a significant scale in-
volves what scientists view as an astonishing coincidence in the ratio of the strong force to elec-
tromagnetism. This ratio makes it possible for carbon-12 to reach an excited state of exactly
7.65 MeV at the temperature typical of the centre of stars, which creates a resonance involving
helium-4, beryllium-8, and carbon-12--allowing the necessary binding to take place during a
tiny window of opportunity 10" seconds long. Taken from “God the Evidence” by Patrick
Glynn
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The fact that we are living and can observe the universe, implies that the fundamental con-

stants must be “just right” to produce life. There is an element of circular reasoning here, be-

cause if the constants were not “just right”, we would not be here to observe the universe.
However, the fact is that the universe does not seem to be a random or chance event. We can
postulate a many universe scenario, in which only one or some universes produce life, but we
cannot validate that scientifically because we only live in one of those universes.
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A Modern Interpretation of “Summa Contra Gentiles” (6)

Andrea Bonazzi

Tomoko Kitagawa

37: That God is Good

38 : That God is His own Goodness
39 : That in God there can be no Evil
40 : That God is the Good of all Good
41: That God is the Highest Good

42 : That God is One

Not only God is Good; he is goodness itself, the good of every good, and the highest good.
These predications move from the concrete to the abstract and back to the concrete mode of sig-
nifying. Thus, Thomas moves from what can be said of God and creatures, to what can be said
only of God. Then he turns to God as the ontological ground (“good of every good”), and tran-
scendent exemplar (“highest good”). Thomas thus deploys Aristotelian means to an end em-
braced explicitly only in the Platonic tradition. Aristotle does refer to the life of God as most
fully actual and most pleasant. Yet, in spite of his definition of the good as that which all de-
sire, he never identifies God as exemplar of the good life. For Thomas, the speculative pursuit
of first causes is identical to the practical pursuit of the good.

Thomas then argues that God is one. He argues that (1) that there cannot be two highest
goods, (2) that two perfect beings would be indistinguishable, and (3) that there cannot be many
first movers. The logic of necessary being requires singularity. Among the sixteen arguments
for uniqueness, “the most powerful and interesting” (N. Kretzman), rely for their basis in the
identification of God as the entity that is necessary being through itself. Formally, the unique-
ness argument is a chain of destructive dilemmas designed to reduce to absurdity the assump-
tion that there is more than one God, where God is understood as that which is necessary
being. The argument supposes that there are two entities, E1 and E2, each of which is neces-
sary being. The argument’s strategy for reducing that supposition to an absurdity consists in
exhausting all possible bases on which E1 and E2 might be distinguished from each other.

For instance, E1 and E2 could represent two species of that which is necessary being,
carved out of that genus by two differentiae. Suppose, then, that D* is E1’s differentia, carving
the E1 species out of the genus “necessary being”. But in that case nothing could be necessary
being through itself any more than anything could be just “animal” rather than a tiger or a
tapeworm or some other sort of animal: “animal cannot be in actuality unless it is either ra-
tional or non-rational”. If necessary being required D* as a differentia, then necessary being
would acquire being through something else, which is contradictory with the notion of neces-
sary being.

D* could be thought of as a component of “the ratio of necessity of being as animate is in-

cluded in the definition of animal”, which Thomas understands to be ‘sensitive animate body’.



But, of course, no such essential component of E1 and of E2 could serve as D* any more than
sensitive, animate, or corporeal could serve as a characteristic distinguishing a tapeworm from
a tiger, and so also this possibility is easily dismissed.

N. Kretzman, after a detailed analysis based on formal logic, concludes: “I think the

uniqueness argument succeeds”.



